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Government by magic spell

At the village

- When she was ten, Halima learned that she was possessed by a jinni.
- The diagnosis came from the religious healer of the village, the
. Wadaad. Halima had been ill for several months. The Wadaad had
tried all his healing arts on her till he had understood that there could
~ .be no cure: Halima was not ill in the ordinary sense of the word; she
~ . was possessed — possessed by the spirit of an infant, which she had

- 'stepped on by accident, one night in front of the bathroom. Fortunately

" for Halima, the sage expounded, the jinni was of the benevolent sort,
~“one that was more likely to help than to harm her. But it would never

72 leave her — not leave her voluntarily, not even yield to exorcism. And it

: " would forever be an infant jinni.
* With that Halima became famous. The story of her jinni was known

. from one end of the village to the other within hours after the Wadaad

" had told her mother. Everyone talked about Halima and her jinni —
- ‘what it might do and what it might be made to do, for her and for the
g village. In no time at all, the villagers had convinced themselves and
. - each other that Halima had the power to foretell the future and to heal
- “the sick. And it was not long before Halima herself was convinced.
Before long, Halima began to act the part. At times she would sit

- staring off into space. People assumed that she was listening to her -

-~ jmni. Or she would actually go into a trance ~ she would talk, though
. no one was there to talk to; she would shout at the top of her voice and
- sometimes she would even cry. Those who witnessed these scenes were
- filled with holy dread. All were careful not to disturb Halima, during

- those moments or at any other time, for fear that they might offend the

. .

L e e .

Government by magic spell 95 ~

jinni. If people talked about Halima they did so in whispers, behind ~
her back. ) '

Halima made believe that the spirits of the infant’s parents visited
her during those moments of trance. They came to enquire of the .

- infant, she told people, came to teach her how she could make the jinni *

happy. At the same time, Halima affirmed, they told her all manner of -
things about life in general, about the people of the village, things past; "
things present-and things yet to come. o

A question that was on the minds of many people in the village was”
who was to marry Halima when she reached the marriageable age. No* "
one doubted that she would marry. It was what women were for —
marriage and childbearing. But there was the problem of the jinni.

~ Wouldn’t it be dangerous to be married to a woman possessed? Would <

there be men brave enough to want to marry Halima? :

When Halima did reach the marriageable age, a problem prescnted :
itself which no one had anticipated. Halima did not want to get married. -
There were indeed men brave enough to want to marry her, but’
Halima turned them all down. The Wadaad himself proposed to her.: -
He, people thought, would have been the ideal husband for Halima:

_he, if anyone, should have been able to cope with a woman possessed. .

But Halima turned him down too. o

Not that possession by a jinni spirit was something unusual in
Halima’s village. Stories of jinnis abounded — of people who were
actually possessed by jinnis, of people who had jinni spirits that were
like invisible twin brothers, or people who had jinni spirits as servants.” .
It was common knowledge that one of Halima’s own forefathers had,
had a jinoi twin brother called Gess Ade, and one of her mother’s -
grandfathers had had, in addition to a jinni twin brother, three devoted -

Jjinni servants called Toore, Gaadale, and Toor-Ourmone respectively. . '5-'3';

When Halima’s mother had problems, she called on those three for

help and protection. The ancestors of several clans were believed to
have been born twins, a jinni being the twin partner of each of them.

The tribe of Halima’s brother-in-law had a twin jinni by the name of .
Sarhaan.

When animals were sacrificed, the jinni twins had to get their share.

In return, the jinnis were expected to give support and protection to .
the clan. First the animals would be butchered. Then, the ritual songs -
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" having been sung, the carcasses would be cut open and the inner

‘-organs removed. These were to be given to the jinnis. Admonitions

" 'would be mumbled such as ‘Let’s not forget Gess Ade’s share; or
o Toore’s, Gaadale’s, Ourmone’s . . )

The parts set aside for the jinnis would be taken to a remote place

7 -up in the hills, and, because they invariably and mysteriously disap-
.. [peared, the villagers were sure that the jinnis devoured them. No one,

.-therefore, would dream of cheating the jinnis of their share. This had
*'been so for generations and would continue to be so. Children were
- made to memorise the ritual songs so as to keep the ancestral rites
- Intact from generation to generation.

- When Halima was under the spell of her spirits, all her emotions
- s¢emed intensified. She experienced a feeling of power, as though she
“could do things beyond the reach of ordinary human beings. She felt

.. “good then. Moreover, whatever she undertook, her spirits seemed to

- lend a helping hand. Because the fortunes of her family, indeed those
“ of the whole clan, prospered at the time, Halima as well as other people
" assumed that it was the spirits’ doing. In time, Halima came to be
~ regarded as a blessing to her family, an asset to the whole clan. And
= she gloried in the special status her spirits gave her.

To the capital

~ It was because of her special powers that Halima was summoned to
_-the capital, A big part of her clan was there. The most important and
- the most powerful positions in the government were held by people of
*her clan. It had all started with one of their men; who had become very
- powerful in the government. He bad called his relatives and found big
government jobs for them. They in turn had called relatives of theirs
- till the government had virtually been taken over by Halima’s people.
" And that had meant quick riches for everyone concerned. Nor had they
- -been very scrupulous abeut getting what they wanted: anything that
" 'had stood in their way had been pushed aside or eliminated. At the
- time when Halima was summoned, her clan controlled the government
. and with that the wealth of the country so completely that no one
7 dared to challenge them any more and they could get away with
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murder. Still they wanted to secure for themselves the extra protection -

of Halima’s supernatural powers. _
They bad tried to get Halima’s father to come to the capital as well.

He was a man of stature, whose presence would have done honour to'

the clan. But he did not want to go. Old and resentful of change, he ™
did not want to leave the peace and security of his village for the -

- madness of the big city. But he was also afraid for his reputation. It
was solid in his village but joining this gang might tarnish it, something
he did not want to risk so near the end of his life. However, though he .
did not want to go himself, he had no reservations about sending his-
son and his daughter there. On one hand he hoped that they might get

a slice of the big pie for themselves and so for the family. On the other :

hand he thought it would do no harm to have Halima there to protect
the clan and to ensure its continued domination. Perhaps she could

come to a deal with her spirits — she to continue looking after their
infant and they to look after the welfare of the clan,

Halima did let herself be persuaded to go, but, before she went, she
consulted her spirits. They asked her to perform two rituals. One was

to prepare “Tahleel’, a special type of water, over which certain rituals |
were performed. People drank it or bathed in it to benefit from its

powers. The second was to perform daily annual sacrifices to Gess Ade," ':'-.:
the clan’s twin spirit. Select parts of the innards of thousands of animals '
— hearts, kidneys, intestines and others — were to be offered to him "

every day on the eastern shore. o

When Halima and her brother were ready to go, a cousin of theu‘s"
came from the hig city to fetch them. From this cousin, who was an-
important government official, the two learned many things. They -
learned about the great privileges their people enjoyed in the city. They -
got an idea what wealth they had amassed since the clan had come ‘to

power’. They found out how completely the clan was in control of the -
government. They were awed, the more so when their informant told =

them that the clan had ‘achieved’ all this greatness in ten short years
and that most of the people who now held important government
positions were illiterate.
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In the big city

. In the city, the two were given a beautiful villa complete with lots of
-+ 'servants and security guards., Within days, Halima’s brother obtained
‘. ‘an important government position of his own. He was made the head
a0 of the department that handled the sale of all incense, both inside and
- outside the country. Its official name was Government Incense Agency.
:- -+ And Halima wasted no time carrying out the two requests of her
spirits. She asked two things from the leaders of the clan. She asked
-~ them to bring all the water resources of the city together in one central
. pool to facilitate the performing of the “Tahleel’ and she requested the
- building of a huge slaughterhouse at the eastern shore. The leaders
. readily granted her requests since they were convinced that Halima’s
- -ministrations were of crucial importance for the continued success of
- the clan. : , '
- To centralise the city’s water system, two huge water reservoirs were
", “created, one in the eastern half and one in the western half of the city.
. Eventually all the wells of the city were destroyed, even the ones in
-private houses, and all water systems were connected to the two
- reservoirs. This way all the water consumed in the city came from the
0 same source, and when Halima put the spell of her “Tahleel’ on the
7 two reservoirs, it reached everyone.
- One of the effects of the “Tahleel’ was to cure people of curiosity.
. 'Those who drank it stopped asking questions. Above all they stopped
- 'wondering about the actions of the clan’s leading men. They became

-+ ~were told to do. And Halima kept putting ever new spells on the water,
"faster than the old ones wore off. Though no one but she herself knew
. 'what kind of magic she put on the water, rumours abounded. One
" rumour had it that she performed certain incantations over the bath
" ~water of the leader and then released it into the reservoirs. There was
. no doubt in her mind and in the minds of the leaders that as fong as
~.-everyone drank the water that carried her ‘Tahleel’ everything would
- go according to their plans.
" When the new slaughterhouse went into operation, all other slaugh-
- terhouses were closed down. Unfortunately the new slaughterhouse
was close to the Lido, the most popular of the city’s beaches. In no

~ model subjects doing without question, without objection, what they
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time at all, the waters off the Lido swarmed with man—eéting sharks, _.
drawn there by the waste of blood and offals discharged by the -

slaughterhouse. After a number of people had been killed by the o
predators people stopped going to the Lido. There was no comment -

from the government. Quite obviously the slaughterhouse, where the

sacrifices to Gess Ade were performed, was more important to the .-

rulers of the country than the beach. _
Every so often Halima would come to the slaughterhouse to check -
on the performance of the animal sacrifices. Here too she modified the -
rituals periodically to strengthen their effect. :
As things kept going well for the tribe and her, Halima became more
and more sure that she was the cause of it all. The clan’s leaders too”

were convinced that they owed their continued success to Halima and <

her spirits. They heaped honours on her. They consulted her on all
important issues and her counsel often proved invaluable. It was

Halima, for instance, who thought up the idea of the shortages to keep

the common people subdued. Shortages of all basic commodities were
deliberately created and they kept people busy struggling for bare -
survival. They did not have time or energy to spare worrying about the
goings-on in the government. The leaders of the clan felt more secure
than ever. S

Nearly twenty years have passed since Halima first went to the city. -

She is still performing her rituals, and the affairs of the clan are still

prospering. Its men still hold all the important posts in the government ":
and they still control the wealth of the country. As for the rest of the ©
nation — they are mostly struggling to make ends meet, something -
that’s becoming more and more difficult. And if there should be a few
that might have time and energy left to start asking questions, Halima’s - -
Tahleel and her various other forms of magic take care of them. The -
men of the clan continue to govern with the help of Halima’s magic
spell. '




