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the bushes; when observing our approaches, they confidently discovered them: :

selves, and decently advanced to meet us, half unveﬂmg their blooming faces, incar.
nated with the modest maiden blush, and with native innocence and chce;fu%ness :
presented their little baskets, merrily telling us their fruit was ripe and sound. .

We accepted a basket, sat down and regaled ourselves on the delicious fruit
encircled by the whole assembly of the innocent jocose sylvan nymphs; by this time:
the several parties, under the conduct of the elder matrons, had disposed them,
selves in companies on the green; turfy banks. Ne

My young companion, the trader, by concessions and suitable apologies for %he
bold intrusion, having compromlsed the matter with them, engaged them to bing
their coilectzons to his house at a stipulated price: we parted friendly. .

And now taking leave of these Elysian fields,? we again mounted the hills, whlchf
we crossed, and traversing obliquely their flowery beds, arrived in town in the codl:

of the evening.

. THOMAS JEFFERSON
T (1743-1826)

A

It may be that Thomas Jefferson’s
thought and personality have influenced
his- countiymen more deeply, ‘and re-
mained miore effectively alive; than those
of any other American. Yet, of the eight
titles published by him, only one fEpre-
sents what can be called a book in the
usual sense. It is estimated that sixty
volumes will be required for the definitive
edition of his writings, composed chiefly
of state papers, a few treatises, and the in-
credible twenty-five thousand letters,
many of great length, by which he was al-
ways “sowing useful truths,” as ke called

it. His words could not be contained by a’

letter or confined at their first destination;
they were rebormn in the public ideals and
acts. of the American people, and indeed
in their daily speech. Thisis partly because
he €mbodied their best meanings in such
public utterances as the Virginia Statute
for Religious Freedom, in the Declaration
of Independence, of which he was the
principal author, in the Notes on the State
of Virginia, a veritable storehouse of hu-
mane ideas and tiberal democracy, which

he published in 1784-1785, in his ad-

9. In classical mythology, the dwelling place of the blessed after death.

dresses as president, and in his autobig
raphy, published three years after h
death,
This Virginian planter-aristocrat had
vigorous humanitarian sympathies
Franklin, and though thirty-seven yes
his junior, he was just as much a produ
of the Enlightenment. His mind, li
Franklins, ranged curiously over man
fields of knowledge—law, philosoph
government, architecture, education, It?]
gion, science, agriculture, mechanics;
and whatever he touched, he enriched
some measure. He knew that he was D
profound, but he read widely, impelledE
the same practical reason as Franklin
gain understanding. The developme
rational science from Bacon to Newt?
the history of English law from King
fred to Blackstone; the tradition of E
glish liberty in Harsington, Milto:
Hobbes, Locke, and Algernon Sydney.
challenging ideas of contemporary Fr
liberalism in Montesquieu, Helvel
Voltaire, and the physiocrats—from 2
quaintance with these, indeed, he did ¢
understanding, This understa\ndmghea



.. 1.with simple American directness, to
ﬁ:ception of democracy for anew land
[ lenty, where.the people might have 2
2 start toward liberty, selfhood, and
; excellence which he sought in all
mgg,.This patrician humanist looked to
2nd ability alone, not to privilege;
= atural rights of humanity must be
uted by law inatienably for all, irrespec?
fistation. For him, government, a
cessary evil, found sanction only in the
an consent of a social contract; its
v ose was the benefit of individuals, not
cir exploitation; it must provide free-
Jomtof speech, thought, association,
“izess, worship, education, and enterprise.
letter-to Benjamin Rush in 1800, he
ited his conviction, unaltered through-
it his life: “I have sworg upon the altar of
4 ‘etérnal hostility against every form
f tyranmy over the mind of man.”
esé ideas fourld practical expression
fferson’s forty years of a public life so
that enly its highest moments can
mentioned here. He was born in Al-
rle County, Virginia, April 13, 1743,
ears of private study were supplemented

his election to the Virginia House of
esses in 1769 drew him into public
¢, He represented Virginia in the Sec-
ontinental Congress in 1775; the
wing year~~with John Adams, Benja-
Frariklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert
irigston—he drafted the Declara-
fIndependence. Again in the Vir-
egislature, he devoted himself to

e caise of toleration represented in his
¢ establishment of religious free-
mally adopted later, in 1786. He
gavernor of Virginia {1779-1781}, and
gate to the Congress of the Confeder-
before going to Paris to assist Frank-.
and” Adams in treaty negotiations
4). He remained in Paris to succeed
- as. American minister (1785~
As the first American secretary of
{1790-1793), in Washington’s cabi-

o years at William and Mary College.
hen prepared for the practice of law,

fying and liberalizing the laws and to.
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net, his opposition to the extreme Feder-
alism and the aristocratic tendencies of
Alexander Hamilton, secretary of the trea-
sury, drew the support of those who fa-
vored equalitarian measures and greater
local independence, thus defining the
constitutional questions that have since

continued to provide the issues for the

two American parties. On these issues he
was narrowly defeated by John Adams in
1796, and accepted the vice-presidency,
then awarded the unsuccessful candidate,
On the same issues he won the election of
1800, and served for two terms as presi-
dent. Among the many acts of his admin-
istration may be noted his measures to
prevent unwarranted encroachment of
the federal powers upon the domain of the
states, and his concern for the expansion
of the country, reflected in the Louisiana
Purchase (1803) and in his sponsorship of
the expedition of Lewis and Clark (1803
1806). - - A

In 1809 he “retired” to a very active life

_at Monticello, a_monument to his ar-
chitectural genius, whose gradual perfec-

tion had been his hobby since 1767. The
sale of his library of ten thousand volumes
to the national government partially re-
lieved his financial obligations and pro-
vided the foundation of the national li-
brary of his dreams {now the Library of
Congress). His democratic theories of ed-
ucation, formulated through the years,
soon took concrete form in the University

of Virginia (1819), whose notable build-"

ings he designed, and whose first recforhe

became. His correspondence, in which he’

now expressed the seasoned experience
and the accumulated wisdom of a life-
time, grew to enormous proporkiomns,
which, as he said, often denied him “the
leisure of reading a single page in a week.”
The only American of his time to be
elected to the Institute of France, Jeffer-

son experimented in agriculture, paleon-
tology, geography, and botany, and was.

president of the American Philosophical
Society for eighteen years. It was fitting

that his deathin 1826 should occuron the |




Declaration of Independence

I ConGRrEss, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes neces-
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitie them,
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them to the
separation. :

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed,—That whenever
any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Hap-
piness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
security. —Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains
them to alter their former Systemns of Government. The his-
tory of the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.

To prove this, tet Facts be submitted to a candid world,

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of imrmedi-
ate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their oper-
ation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so sus-
pended, he has uttetly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation
of large districts of people, unless those people would refin-
quish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only,

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusuai,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their
pubﬁé Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into
compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of
the people.

He has refused for a long time, aftegsuch dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at
large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and
convulsions within.

He las endeavoured to prevent the population of these
States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Natural-
ization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new
Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refus-
ing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payiment of their
salaries,

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither
swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the Consent of our legislatures.
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538 Declaration of Independence

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitation, and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislatiom:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment
for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabi-
tants of these States: ' '

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by
Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended
offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neigh-
bouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary govern-,
ment, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once
an example and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valu-
able Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases
whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us cdt of
his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty &
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on
the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become
the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall
themselves by their Hands,

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-
tiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes
and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions
have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose
character is thus marked by every act which may define a
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people,

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir-
cunstances of our emigration and settlement here, We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to
disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably inter-
rupt our connections and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends,

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme judge of the world for the rectitude of our inten-
tions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and
Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all political connection
between thern and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to
be totally dissolved; and that as Free and independent States,
they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States may of right do. And for
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Jorn Hancocxk
[president]

[ Signatories from the thirteen states follow on the next page.]




New Hampshire
JosiaH BarTLETT,
Wi, WHIPPLE,

MaTtaEw THORNTON.

Massachusetts Day
SAML. ADAMS,
Joun Apams,

RowT. TREAT PAINE,
FLBRIDGE (GERRY

Rhode Island
§rep, Horxins,
Wirriam Ercery.

Connecticut

ROGER SHERMAN,
Sam'EL HURNTINGTON,
Wi, WiLLiams,
OLivER WoLCOTT.

Source: Documents Illustrative of the Formatio of the Union of the
American States. House Document No. 398. Selected, arranged, and

New York

WM. PLOYlD,

PHiL. LIvINGSTON,
Fraws. Lewis,
Lewis Mornis,

New Jersey

Ricup. Stockron,
Ivo. WiTHERSPOON,
Fras. Horrinson,
Joun Harr,

ABRA. CLARK.

Pennsylvania
Rorr. Morris
Benjamin Russ,
Benya. FRANKLIN,
Jorn Morron,
Guo, CLyMER,
Jas, SmiTH,

Gro, TAYLOR,
James WiLson,
Gro, Ross.
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Delaware
Caesar RoDNEY,
Geo. Reap,
Tro. M'kzan.

Maryland
SAMUEL CHASE,
W, Paca,
THOS. STONE,

CHARLES CARROLL OF CARROLLTON,

Virginia

GeonrGE WYTHE,
RicHarp Henry LEE,
TH. JErrERSON,

Benga, Harnison,

Tas. NeLsow, Jr.,
Francis LIGHTFOOT LEE,
Carten BRAXTON.
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North Carolina
Wi, Hoorea,
Josepn Hewes,
JoHN PEnn.

South Carolina
Epwarp RurLEDGE,
Tu0s. Havwarp, Junk,
Tuomas Lynch, Jung,,
ARTHUR MIDDLETON,

Georgia
Burron GWINNETT,
Lymaw Harr,

‘GEo. WaLTON.

indexed by Charles C. Tansill. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing

Office, 1927. <www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare. htmz.
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